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Greater New Jersey Annual Conference 

Questions of Law 

 

A.  In light of the fact that legislation was introduced by the GNJ Cabinet, Trustees and 

Connectional Table at the 2022 session of the GNJ annual conference as “A Call For 

Discernment and Renewal” as found in “2022-AC-PCWB-Addendum-final-version-for-web” 

beginning with line 30 on page 137 and continuing to line 8 on page 140; and 

 

 In light of the fact GNJ published and printed under the heading “Disaffiliation Terms” in a 

document identified as “2022-AC-PCWB-Addendum-final-version-for-web” and thereafter 

The Greater New Jersey Annual Conference was denied the right to take action on an 

amendment to a proposal brought to the 2022 session of the Annual Conference, in which the 

items set forth under the heading of “Term Sheet” found on page 146 of the “2022-AC-

PCWB-Addendum-final-version-for-web” were identified and incorporated, and included by 

reference to this amendment, and thereby the express subject of the proposed amendment to 

“A Call For Discernment and Renewal” on pages 137 line 30 to 140 line 8 in the Pre-

Conference workbook and the items printed on page 146 of the “2022-AC-PCWB-

Addendum-finalversion-for-web” even though the referenced and included items on page 

146 were not stand-alone proposals apart from “A Call For Discernment and Renewal.” and 

 

 In light of the fact that the amendment was improperly ruled out of order, the ruling was 

appealed, and the ruling was upheld by the body, thereby the conference was left in the 

position of taking an action that is contrary to the Book of Discipline because the GNJ 

Trustees were not thereby held amenable to the annual conference action, when the following 

was as an identified, included and referenced item being expressly acted upon as part of an 

amendment to the consideration of “A Call For Discernment and Renewal” found in “2022-

AC-PCWB-Addendum-final-version-for-web” beginning with line 30 on page 137 and 

continuing to line 8 on page 140: 

 

 “For congregations that disaffiliate, and their appointed pastor(s) remain(s) in the UMC, the 

estimated clergy compensation including housing and benefits for 18 months and maximum 

moving expenses for two moves per individual. If an appointment is identified for the 

impacted pastor by June 30, 2024, any unused portion from this item will be reimbursed to 

the disaffiliating congregation by August 1, 2024.” The reference for the materials impact 

that members of the conference have been denied the right to ask a Question of Law? 

 

 

B.  In light of the fact that Judicial Council Decisions 1421 (and affirmed by later decisions of 

law) in which the Judicial Council stated, “The annual conference as the basic body in the 

Church has the reserved right to make final decisions regarding the disaffiliation of local 

churches within its boundaries.” 

 

 Is there any provision in Paragraph 2553 which allows an action of the annual conference to 

stand when it permits the conference Trustees to demand clergy funding or other local church 

funding as referenced in the amendment, as Term Sheet on page 146 of “2022-AC-PCWB-

Addendum-final-version-for-web” by the Trustees failing to be amendable to the annual 

conference, by the trustees deliberately rejecting annual conference authority to exert its final 

decision reserved rights as provided in the following paragraphs of the Book of Discipline 

and in Judicial Council decisions, and as evidenced by the trustees’ refusal to be amendable 

to the annual conference? 



 

 Paragraph 640, which refers to the duties of the board of trustees, as stated in Paragraph 

2512.1-8, which states in Paragraph 2512.2 “…They shall be amendable to the annual 

conference…” 

 
C.  Do provisions in the Book of Discipline in paragraphs 620 – 628 and elsewhere regarding 

clergy funding and appointment, permit conference trustees to usurp authority expressly 

reserved to the annual conference, by the trustees improperly asserting authority not granted 

to them and by ignoring proper motions placed before the annual conference action, and 

making erroneous assertions of authority based on Paragraph 2553? 

 

D.  Does a presiding bishop have the authority to deny an annual conference member’s right to 

propose an amendment to a matter which is properly before the annual conference for its 

consideration by claiming to rule a proposed amendment out of order as a parliamentary 

matter, by expressing the basis of his improper assertion of a parliamentary ruling on his own 

expressed interpretation of provisions of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline, while his 

ruling is based on no rule of the conference, no element in Robert’s Rules of Order, and no 

authority to usurp rights granted to the annual conference in the Book of Discipline and in 

Judicial Council decisions?” 

 

E.  Further, does a presiding bishop have the right to rule an amendment out of order by 

claiming it is hypothetical solely because it refers to material which has been expressly 

presented and clearly identified by reference, solely because the material included by 

reference has not been previously acted upon by the annual conference. 

 

F.  Does a presiding bishop have the authority to deny an annual conference member’s right to 

propose a Question of Law regarding a matter which is properly before the annual conference 

for its consideration by claiming to rule a proposed Question of Law out of order? May a 

bishop refuse to accept such Questions of Law by basing his improper claim of parliamentary 

ruling on his own expressed interpretation of provisions of Paragraph 2553 of the Book of 

Discipline, while his arbitrary ruling is based on no rule of the conference, no element in 

Robert’s Rules of Order, and no provision of the Book of Discipline?” 

 

 G.  Is there any provision in Paragraph 2553 that permits the conference Trustees to demand 

clergy funding or other funding in violation of the Book of Discipline when it is based on the 

Trustees failing to be amendable to the annual conference by deliberately rejecting annual 

conference authority as provided in various provisions of the Book of Discipline? (See 

attached proposed amendment and materials from the 2022 Pre-Conference Workbook 

addendum.) Paragraphs 620 to 628; and Paragraph 614 e); and Paragraph 604.2 which states, 

“An annual conference cannot financially obligate any organizational unit of the United 

Methodist Church except the annual conference itself.” and elsewhere in the Book of 

Discipline. 

 

 H. Is Missional Transition Support arbitrary and capricious since there is no plan for any new 

church plants nor any provisions for churches with a majority vote for disaffiliation that falls 

short of the twothirds threshold? 

 

May 23, 2022 

Submitted via zoom chat: 

Creed Pogue 

Lay Member, West Side United Methodist Church  

160 Cumberland Avenue Estell Manor, NJ 0319 
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Interested Parties 

Greater New Jersey Annual Conference 

1022-15 
 

 

Rev. Shelley Smith [Secretary of the Annual Conference] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

ConferenceSecretary@gnjumc.org 

 

Mr. Creed Pogue [Asked Q of Law] 

169 Cumberland Avenue, Estell Manor  NJ  08319 

creed.pogue@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Vasanth Victor [Chair, CCF&A]  

7 Cliffview Court, Princeton Junction, NJ 08550 

vasanth_victor@hotmail.com 

 

Rev. Matthew Enzler [President, Conference Board of Trustees] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

mathew.enzler@gmail.com 

 

Mr. Robert Zuckerman [Treasurer, Conference Board of Trustees] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

rzuckerman@gnjumc.org 

 

Rev. Kay Dubuisson [Chair, Connectional Table] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

kaay718@gmail.com 

 

Rev. Sang Won Doh [Dean of Cabinet] 

Raritan Shore District Superintendent & Dean of Cabinet 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

sdoh@gnjumc.org 

 

Bishop John R. Schol [Resident Bishop, Presiding] 

205 Jumping Brook Road, Neptune, NJ 07753 

BishopJohnSchol@gnjumc.org 

 

 
Shelley Smith [GNJ Conf Secy] <ConferenceSecretary@gnjumc.org>, 

Creed Pogue [Asked Q of Law] <creed.pogue@gmail.com>, 

Vasanth Victor [Chair, CCF&A] <vasanth_victor@hotmail.com>, 

Matthew Enzler [President, Conf Bd of Trustees] <mathew.enzler@gmail.com>, 

Robert Zuckerman [Treasurer, Conf Bd of Trustees] <rzuckerman@gnjumc.org>, 

Kay Dubuisson [Chair, Connectional Table] <kaay718@gmail.com>, 

Sang Won Doh [Dean of Cabinet] <sdoh@gnjumc.org>, 

Bishop John R Schol [Presiding Bishop] <bishopjohnschol@gnjumc.org>, 

 


